EDUQAS GCSE History

Sample responses

Component 1 – British Study in Depth
1A. Conflict and Upheaval: England, 1337-1381
Q2. 

To what extent does this source accurately explain the reasons for the spread of the Black Death?
[8]

Candidate A

In many ways this source accurately explains the reasons for the spread of the Black Death. The source says that there was a lot of rubbish and human excrement in the streets of London at this time, which would certainly have been the case given the condition of medieval towns. This amount of waste would have been an ideal environment for rats to live in. The rats would have brought the plague with them, which in the dirty, overcrowded streets would have spread rapidly. So in this way the source does accurately explain its spread. 

However, even though this is correct, the source is wrong in saying that it was bad smells that were killing people. The source was written by the King and at this time medical knowledge was very limited so the real reasons for the spread of the plague were not known. He is therefore affected by the time he is writing in and does not have the full picture. 

Analysis
· Understanding the key feature has been shown; some relevant historical knowledge has also been displayed.

· The candidate has reached a judgement with some relevant support. The accuracy of the source has been discussed within the historical context.

· However, further development of the attribution is needed, with slightly greater development of the historical context needed for AO3 Band 3.

AO1: Band 2 – Demonstrates reasonably detailed understanding of the key feature in the question.

AO3: Band 2 – Begins to analyse and evaluate the source; a judgement, with some support is reached, discussing the accuracy of the source material set within the historical context. 
AO1 – 2/2
AO3 – 4/6

Total 6/8

Candidate B
The source says that the bad smells coming from lots of rubbish and human waste were the reasons why many people were dying. I know from my own knowledge that it was the fleas on the rats that spread the plague, so since there were many rats in the streets of the city which were attracted by the amount of rubbish around, the source is partially right in saying it was a reason for the spread of the plague.

Analysis
· Some, albeit limited, understanding of the key feature in the question has been demonstrated.
· The candidate has reached a very basic judgement with little evaluation
· Insufficient reference has been made to the historical context; the attribution has not been referred to.
AO1: Band 1 – Demonstrates some limited understanding of the key feature in the question.

AO3: Band 1 – Very basic judgement reached about the source with little or no analysis or evaluation.

AO1 – 1/2

AO3 – 1/6

Total 2/8

1C: Empire, Reform and War: Britain: 1890-1918
Q1
What can be learnt from Sources A and B about the main features of culture during this period? 
[4]

Candidate A

The two sources clearly show different features of culture that were popular during this period. Source A shows that male authors such as Shaw, Wells and Hardy had become very famous and that many people were reading their books, such as The Time Machine and Tess of the d’Urbervilles, showing that the novel was very popular at the time. The source also shows how female authors such as Beatrix Potter, the writer of the Peter Rabbit stories, were becoming more prominent and that this was encouraging more women to read books.

Source B shows that another main feature of culture during this period was the music hall which was widely attended. The source shows that the music hall would be a grand, decorated place where people could sit, some in balconies, and be entertained by acts such as dancing and singing, since an orchestra can be seen in the drawing. The drawing, published in 1891, shows that music halls were very popular and much enjoyed.

Analysis
· The candidate has analysed and used the content of both sources to good effect.

· The response is balanced, with sufficient reference to both sources.

· Although the candidate has brought some extra knowledge into the answer, this is not a requirement and has not been credited.

AO3(a): Band 2 – Analysis and use of both sources has taken place with sufficient balance provided.

AO3(a) – 4/4

Total 4/4

Candidate B

Source A tells me that books were popular during this time and that male and female authors were writing lots of books. Source B is a picture of a music hall. In these places there would be acts such as dancers and singers. They were often noisy places where poorer people went. The crowd were often drunk and shouted out during the performance.
Analysis

· A very generalised response with little analysis of the source material; paraphrasing and superficial references have been provided.

· The answer loses focus on the source material by bringing in general knowledge, which is not required here.

AO3(a): Band 1 – A generalised answer with little analysis.

AO3(a) 1/4

Total 1/4
1D. Austerity, Affluence and Discontent: Britain, 1951-1979
Q3
Why was Bloody Sunday significant to the situation in Northern Ireland in the 1970s?
[12]
Candidate A

Bloody Sunday was extremely significant to the situation in Northern Ireland in the 1970s. The event had a big impact and in many ways shaped what would happen for the rest of the decade and beyond. Tension had been growing in Northern Ireland since many Catholics felt that they were being discriminated against. Up to this point, Catholics felt that Protestants in Derry were favoured and that areas where Catholics lived were not receiving funding and were falling into ruin. In the late 1960s tensions had increased, such as during the Battle of Bogside and eventually the British Army had been sent in to keep order. Internment had been introduced and in the early 1970s more and more British soldiers were being killed. This led to the British government banning marches, although there were further clashes before Bloody Sunday.
At the end of January 1972, a Catholic protest march took place, but the 1st Parachute Regiment had been brought in to police the protest march. During the protest violence broke out after stones were thrown at the soldiers who returned with fire. Twenty six protestors were shot by the troops as events got out of hand. About thirteen were killed as a result and this angered Catholics even more. The result of the killing was extremely significant since the British Army were now viewed as a brutal occupying force. The cause of the Republicans received great support from this point on, especially the Provisional IRA which saw its membership greatly increase. During the months and years that followed the incident there were many attacks on British targets, which also happened in mainland Britain. This also led to the growth of Unionist paramilitary groups and this created more violence in Northern Ireland which made the situation worse. When there was an inquiry into Bloody Sunday it supported the British Army which enraged Catholics. This made relations even worse. This shows that Bloody Sunday was a very significant event.

Analysis
· The candidate has displayed very good knowledge and understanding of the key feature, with accurate recall.

· The historical context has been reasonably well established.

· The significance of the identified issue has been appropriately discussed and a reasoned, well supported judgement has been reached.
· The answer could have provided slightly more detail about the identified issue, as well as more specifically establishing the longer term historical significance of the event. The answer is therefore worthy of achieving low Band 4.
AO1 (a+b): Band 3 – Detailed knowledge and understanding of the key feature has been demonstrated.

AO2: Band 4 – The answer fully explains the significance of the identified issue. A reasoned and well supported judgement has been reached, set within the historical context.

AO1 (a+b) – 3/4

AO2 – 7/8 

Total 10/12
Candidate B
Bloody Sunday was a significant event because during it British soldiers shot dead many protestors who were Catholic. They had been protesting against British rule in Northern Ireland and when they threw stones at some of the soldiers, the soldiers opened fire and chased many of the crowd, shooting as they went. It was important because Catholics in Northern Ireland were now furious and many joined the IRA as a result. The IRA now began to fight back against the British and started to bomb targets in Britain as well. This led to revenge attacks by groups who were loyal to Britain and were Protestant which made the violence worse. This is why Bloody Sunday was a significant event.

Analysis
· The answer displays basic knowledge and understanding of the key feature in the question, but lacks accurate, relevant supporting detail.

· The candidate has begun to explain the significance of the identified issue and has provided a weakly supported judgement that shows some limited understanding of the historical context which needs to be further developed. However, just enough has been done to achieve low Band 2, AO2.

AO1 (a+b): Band 1 – Demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the key feature in the question.

AO2: Band 2 – Begins to explain the significance of the identified issue, culminating in a weakly supported judgement.

AO1 (a+b) – 1/4 

AO2 – 3/8
Total 4/12 
EDUQAS GCSE History

Sample responses

Component 1 – Non-British Study in Depth
1E: The Crusades c.1095-1149

Q4.

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the power of the Papacy during this period?
[11]

Candidate A

Source C is useful to an historian because it says that the Papacy had a lot of power during this time. It says that no one could judge it or disobey its orders. It also says that anyone who was not in the Church was a sinner and an enemy of God. It was written by a supporter of the Papacy and is therefore very biased.

Source D is useful because it shows the view of the German Emperor, who refused to recognise Gregory as Pope. It says that the Pope is corrupt and that he has caused fighting to take place. This is useful because it shows a completely different view from Source C. Both sources are therefore useful to an historian.
Analysis
· The candidate has mainly paraphrased the source material.

· Little understanding of the key feature has been demonstrated.

· The answer begins to address the issue of utility mainly through the content and authorship, but development of the historical context has taken place.

· The judgement is very generalised and unsubstantiated, but just reaches low Band 2 AO3

AO1: Band 1 Limited understanding of the key feature in the question.

AO3: Band 2: Begins to analyse and evaluate the usefulness of the source material; limited analysis of content and authorship; unsubstantiated judgement.

AO1 – 1/3

AO3 – 3/8

Total 4/11

Candidate B

Both sources are very useful an historian studying the power of the Papacy during this period. Source C clearly shows the writer thought the Pope to be the supreme power on Earth, greater than any prince. As such it shows how no one could question the Papacy’s authority or disobey its orders. Anyone not following the Papacy’s rule was considered to be a sinner and an enemy of God. This is very useful because it was written by a supporter of the Papacy in a book focused on the limits to the King’s power and how the Pope was supreme. This makes the source very biased but it does reflect how many people during this period believed the Papacy was the highest authority on Earth.

Source D is also very useful because it reflects a very different perspective. It says that Christ had called Henry IV to kingship but that Gregory had tricked his way into becoming Pope by cunning, bribery and using the threat of violence. This is very useful because it is a personal letter to Gregory VII from the Emperor Henry IV who at this time was locked in a bitter dispute with him. This was known as the Investiture Contest and was a battle between the Pope and Emperor over who had the most power. Although both sources are very biased to their own side I think source D is the more useful it shows how the power of the Papacy was being increasingly challenged during this period.
Analysis
· The candidate had addressed the main issue in the question by evaluating both sources in their historical context.

· Full understanding of the key feature has been demonstrated.

· The historical context has been established to good effect, with understanding displayed about the Investiture Contest.

· A substantiated judgement has been reached although this could have been slightly further developed to achieve high Band 4 AO3.
AO1: Band 3 – Detailed understanding of the key feature in the question displayed.

AO3: Band 4 – Relative usefulness evaluated; content and authorship of both sources have been analysed to produce a clear and reasonably well substantiated judgement; appropriate historical context established.

AO1 – 3/3

AO3 – 7/8

Total 10/11
1F. The Voyages of Discovery and Conquest of the Americas, 1492-1522

Q.1

Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the journey of Magellan,
1519-1522. 
[5]

Candidate A

Source A shows the events surrounding the death of Ferdinand Magellan whilst on his attempted voyage around the world. It shows how when landing, Magellan and his crew were overcome by over 1,500 natives who despite the attempts of the Spanish musketeers, were able to attack and then kill Magellan by using bamboo spears and swords. Magellan’s journey began in 1519 with five ships originally setting out. Many problems were faced such as mutiny among the crews. Not all the ships made it back to Spain in 1521 which shows how difficult the trip was.

Analysis
· Sound use made of the source; enough to justify Band 2 AO3.

· The candidate has displayed reasonable additional knowledge of the key feature in the question; enough to justify low Band 2 AO1.

· The response peters out however and full marks for AO1 cannot be awarded. Detailed understanding needed to be shown for high Band 2 AO1.
AO1: Band 2 – Reasonable understanding of the key feature in the question has been displayed.

AO3: Band 2 – Source has been accurately analysed within its historical context.

AO1 – 2/3

AO3 – 2/2

Total 4/5

Candidate B

Source A shows how Magellan was killed by natives by their spears and swords. There were too many natives for the Spanish to fight and this is why he was killed. Magellan tried to sail around the world but was killed on the journey. Only one ship made it around the world and most of the crews were killed on the voyage. This source is useful because it was written by someone who travelled with Magellan.
Analysis
· Relatively little use has been made of the source.
· Limited additional knowledge has been displayed, but there is enough to warrant Band 1 AO1 with reference to the fact that one ship made it around the world.

· The answer has strayed off into the issue of utility. This is irrelevant here and has not been credited.
AO1: Band 1 – Some understanding of the key feature has been demonstrated.

AO3: Band 1 – The source has been analysed through reference to content only.

AO1 – 1/3

AO3 – 1/2 

Total 2/5
1H. The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910-1929

Q.2

What was the purpose of Source B?
[8]

Candidate A

Source B is a poster advertising the film the Birth of a Nation which was released in 1915. The poster shows a man in the KKK dressed in white with a cross on his chest next to a woman. The purpose of the poster is to try and get people to go and see the film by using words such as ‘stupendous’ and ‘mightiest spectacle ever produced’. These are there to try and show that this is a great film that people will enjoy. The people on the picture are meant to look hero like to show the film is exciting.

Analysis
· The purpose of the source has been addressed and some evaluation of the content has taken place.

· The response just reaches Band 3 AO3 due its focus upon the imagery and language used.

· However, the historical context has not been established.

· Greater discussion of the attribution and audience was needed; the focus is almost totally upon the imagery used.

AO1: Band 1 – Basic understanding of the historical context displayed.

AO3: Band 3 – The purpose of the source has been evaluated; a substantiated judgement is reached.

AO1 – 1/4

AO3 – 3/4 

Total 4/8

Candidate B

The purpose of Source B is clearly to advertise the movie The Birth of a Nation which was a very famous film released in 1915. The poster has been produced to encourage people to watch the ‘mightiest spectacle ever produced’. The language of the poster is designed to show the film as being exciting and on a massive scale, appealing to the audience. The poster also shows the member of the Ku Klux Klan in white robes on a white horse. This image stands out from the background and suggests heroic, pure qualities.

The film was produced at a time when the Ku Klux Klan were becoming popular again and the film and poster are meant to appeal to a particular audience, who would presumably be white and supportive of the activities of the KKK. This was a period of increasing racial tension and this is why the film was controversial because black men were portrayed in a very bad light in it. Therefore, while the poster is an advertisement, it also contains a message to the people who would be interested in seeing it during this period and therefore reinforces their attitudes.
Analysis
· A good analysis of the content of the source has been undertaken.

· This includes appropriate/pertinent references to the language and imagery used.

· A substantiated judgement has been reached regarding the purpose of the source.

· The candidate has also displayed understanding of the historical context.

· References to the audience reflect the historical context as well as an understanding of how the source and therefore the film fit into this period of history; just enough has been done to warrant high Band 3 AO1.

AO1: Band 3 – Very detailed understanding of the historical context displayed.

AO3: Band 3 – The purpose of the source is fully analysed and evaluated; a substantiated judgement is reached.

AO1 – 4/4

AO3 – 4/4

Total 8/8

