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‘Pilgrimage is the most important Christian practice’   [15] 

Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than viewpoint. You must 
refer to religion and belief in your answer. 

The following response is an example that does not fit the typical ‘for/against’ structure 
often seen in responses to d. questions.  The candidate has not given arguments as to why 

pilgrimage could be considered the most important, but instead, has evaluated the 
opposing arguments i.e. that other practices are more important. Opportunities are missed 
for developing and clarifying some points (e.g. the penultimate paragraph) and for including 

sources of wisdom and authority, but the evaluation is clear to see and the statement has 
been analysed well. 

In this essay I will argue against the statement. i will refer to sacraments, prayer and 
communion. 

One reason why pilgrimage is not the most important Christian practice is sacraments. As 
sacraments were outlined by Jesus as what Christians should complete in their lifetime. 
However, there is differentiation between denominations as protestants believe in only 2 
sacraments where Catholics believe in 7. this is still a strong argument as both 
denominations agree upon the importance of the sacraments. This makes it a strong 
argument due to the denominations agreeing upon the most significant practices in life. This 
affects British Christians today as they may strive to fulfil the sacraments to be the best 
person they can be in the eyes of God. 

Prayer is also a more important practice than pilgrimage. As Christians use prayer to get 
closer to God and to keep them through tough times. There are different forms of prayer 
such as set prayers which come directly from Jesus (the Lord's Prayer). This is a strong 
argument as it is agreed upon by all Christians about the importance of prayer. This makes it 
a strong argument as it shows unity and community, signifying its importance. Prayer is 
important to Christians today s it helps them get through tough times such as the pandemic. 

A final reason why pilgrimage is not the most important practice is because of communion. 
As communion allows Christians to get closer to Jesus in following in his footsteps. This is a 
weak argument due to the differences of importance different denominations put on 
communion as Catholics believe it transforms into the body and blood of Christ, whereas 
Protestants don't believe in transubstantiation and believe it is purely symbolic. This makes 
it weak as it shows incompletion and unclarity of its importance. 

Overall, pilgrimage is important in allowing Christians to feel closer to their religion, 
however there are more important things for Christians to feel closer to God. Most Christian 
pilgrimages are usually dedicated to saints or messages rather than the worship of God, 
making them less important when it comes to being close to God. 
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